25th Sunday in Ordinary Time — Year A
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today’s Gospel gives us one of those parables that can make us
uncomfortable. Jesus tells us about a landowner who hires workers
throughout the day—some early in the morning, others at noon, and still
others at five o’clock. At the end of the day, he gives them all the same
wage.

The workers who labored all day are upset. They worked under the hot
sun from morning until evening, while others worked only one hour. Yet
everyone receives the same amount.

From a human perspective, it doesn't seem fair. But Jesus is not really
teaching us about wages. He is teaching us about God's generosity and
mercy.

The landowner asks the workers: “Are you envious because I am
generous?” That question goes straight to the human heart.

How often do we look at God’s goodness toward someone else and
wonder why they received it?

Perhaps we have been faithful for many years—going to Mass,
praying, serving, making sacrifices—and then someone who has been
away from God for a long time suddenly returns. God welcomes that
person with the same mercy and love. And sometimes we think, “What

about me? I have been here all along.” But God’s mercy is not a



paycheck that we earn. God doesn’t love us because we have accumulated
enough good deeds. He loves us because He 1s God, and God i1s love.

That doesn’t mean our faithfulness is unimportant. God sees every
prayer, every sacrifice, and every act of love. But our faithfulness should
never be a reason to look down on someone who came to God later.

Christianity 1s not about saying, “I have earned more than you.” It is
about recognizing, “Everything I have is a gift from God.”

The first reading reminds us: “My thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways.” We often judge people by their past. God
sees the possibility of their future. We may think someone has been away
too long, made too many mistakes, or wasted too many opportunities. But
God continues to call.

The workers who arrived at five o’clock had almost no time left. Yet
the landowner still invited them into the vineyard. That is the patience of
God.

Perhaps someone has spent most of his life away from God. Maybe
someone has made serious mistakes and thinks it is too late to return.
Today’s Gospel tells us: “It is never too late to come home.”

This is especially important when we think about our families. Perhaps
we have children, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, or friends who have
stopped practicing their faith. We may become discouraged and wonder if

they will ever return. Don’t give up praying for them. Don’t give up loving



them. And when they do return, don’t make them feel as though they must
earn their way back into God's family. Welcome them home.

Another lesson in today’s Gospel is to be careful about comparing
ourselves with others.

Comparison can steal our peace. We look at another person’s family,
career, finances, health, or blessings and wonder why God has given them
something He has not given us. But God doesn’t ask us to live someone
else’s life. He asks us to be faithful with the vineyard He has given us.

Perhaps God has given you many years. Perhaps He has given you only
a short time. The important question is not, “Why didn’t I receive what
someone else received?” The question is: “What am I doing with what
God has given me?”

At the end of our lives, we would not stand before God and compare
ourselves with anyone else. We will stand before Him as ourselves. What
will matter 1s whether we loved Him, trusted Him, served Him, and
allowed His grace to transform us.

The Eucharist gives us a beautiful picture of this. Every person who
comes to this altar has a different story. Some have been faithful for
decades. Others may be struggling or returning after years away. But we
all come before the same Lord, and Christ gives Himself to all of us. We
don’treceive Jesus because we have earned Him. We receive Him because

He gives Himself to us.



My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today, let us ask for two graces: the grace to trust God’s mercy when
we feel unworthy, and the grace to rejoice when God shows mercy to
someone else.

Let us be grateful that we have been invited into the vineyard whether
early in the morning or at the last hour. And when our work on earth is
finished, may we hear the Lord say: “Come and share your Master’s

joy.” Amen.



