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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Some things in life are easy to forgive. Someone accidentally says 

something hurtful. We get annoyed, but after a few minutes we move on. 

Someone forgets to call us back. Someone cuts us off in traffic. Someone 

makes a mistake at work. Those things can be frustrating, but usually we 

can let them go. 

But then there are other things. Someone betrays our trust. Someone lies 

to us. Someone hurts our family. Someone says something that we can 

never forget. And those are the things that make today's Gospel difficult. 

Peter comes to Jesus and asks a very practical question: “Lord, if my 

brother sins against me, how often must I forgive him? As many as 

seven times?” 

Peter probably thinks he is very generous. The rabbis of his time often 

spoke about forgiving someone several times. So, Peter comes to Jesus 

and says, essentially, “How about seven times? Isn't that enough?” 

And Jesus says: “Not seven times but seventy-seven times.” Some 

translations say, “seventy times seven.” 

The point is not that Jesus wants us to calculate how many times we have 

forgiven someone. 

Jesus is telling Peter: Stop counting. Don't keep a record. Don't keep a list. 

Don't say, “I've already forgiven that person three times. I'm not doing 
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it again.” Jesus is teaching us that forgiveness is not supposed to have a 

limit. 

And then Jesus tells the parable of the servant who owes his master an 

enormous amount of money.  The amount is so large that the servant could 

never possibly repay it. 

The master has every right to demand payment. He could have the servant 

punished. But instead, the master does something extraordinary. He has 

compassion. He forgives the debt. 

But then he encounters another servant who owes him a much smaller 

amount. And what does he do? He grabs him. He demands payment. He 

refuses to forgive. 

And when the master hears about it, he is furious. Why? Because the first 

servant received mercy but refused to show mercy. 

And that is where Jesus wants us to look at our own lives. Because the 

truth is that we are the first servant. 

Every one of us has received God's mercy. Everyone of us has sinned. 

Everyone of us has made choices we regret. Everyone of us has needed to 

come before God and say: “Lord, have mercy on me.” And what does 

God do? He forgives. Again, and again. 

Think about the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We come into the 

confessional carrying our sins. Sometimes we are embarrassed by the 

same sins we have confessed before. 
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We might think, “Father, I've already confessed this. I can't believe I'm 

back here again.” But God's response is not, “I told you once already.” 

God doesn't say, “You've used up your forgiveness.” God says: “I 

forgive you. Get up. Begin again.” That is the mercy of God. 

If God is willing to forgive us again and again, then Jesus tells us we must 

learn to forgive others. But here is where forgiveness becomes difficult. 

Because sometimes we say: “Father, you don't understand what this 

person did to me.” And maybe that's true. 

So, what does Jesus mean when he tells us to forgive? Forgiveness does 

not mean pretending that nothing happened. Forgiveness does not mean 

saying that evil is acceptable. Forgiveness does not mean that we have to 

put ourselves back into an unhealthy or dangerous relationship. 

Forgiveness does not always mean trusting someone again. 

Sometimes forgiveness requires distance. Sometimes forgiveness requires 

boundaries. Sometimes justice is necessary. But forgiveness means 

refusing to let hatred and resentment become the center of our lives. It 

means we stop allowing the person who hurt us to keep hurting us every 

day through our anger. 

Because sometimes the person who hurts us has moved on. They are 

sleeping peacefully. They are living their life. They may not even 

remember what they did. But we are still carrying it. And every time we 

think about it, we experience the pain again. 
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Jesus comes to us and says: “Let it go.” Not because what happened didn't 

matter. But because you matter. Your peace matters. Your relationship 

with God matters. Don't allow someone else's sin to become the thing that 

controls your life. 

Forgiveness is sometimes a decision that we have to make over and over 

again. We might say: “Lord, today I forgive this person.” And tomorrow 

the memory comes back. And we say again: “Lord, I forgive this 

person.” And a week later, we become angry again. And once again: 

“Lord, I forgive.” 

That doesn't mean that our first decision wasn't real. It means that healing 

takes time. Sometimes forgiveness is a long journey. 

And perhaps someone in your life right now needs your forgiveness. 

Maybe you have been carrying resentment for years. Maybe it is a friend. 

Maybe it is someone who betrayed you. Maybe you have never even told 

anyone about it. 

And perhaps Jesus is asking you today: “How long are you going to 

carry this?” Not because your pain isn't real. But because Jesus wants to 

set you free. 

Another important part of today's Gospel is this. Jesus doesn't simply tell 

us to forgive because forgiveness is a nice thing to do. He tells us to 

forgive because we ourselves are forgiven. 

We cannot understand Christian forgiveness without understanding the 

Cross. Look at Jesus hanging on the Cross. He has been betrayed. He has 
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been beaten. He has been rejected. And what does Jesus say? “Father, 

forgive them.” That is Christianity. 

The Cross is the greatest example of forgiveness the world has ever seen. 

Jesus doesn't forgive because the people who crucified Him deserved it. 

He forgives because God is merciful. And every time we struggle to 

forgive someone, we need to look back at the Cross. 

We can say: “Jesus, I cannot do this by myself. You know how much 

this person has hurt me. But give me the grace to forgive as You have 

forgiven me.” And sometimes that is the most honest prayer we can 

make. 

Maybe we aren't ready to say, “I forgive completely.” But we can say: 

“Jesus, help me to forgive.” And sometimes even that is enough to begin. 

One prayer we Catholics pray at every Mass connects directly with today's 

Gospel. We pray: “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.” 

Think about what we are saying. We ask God to forgive us in the same 

way we forgive others. That is a frightening prayer if we really think about 

it. 

Imagine if God said: “Okay. I will forgive you exactly as much as you 

forgive everyone else.” 

How would we do? Would we want God to remember every mistake? Of 

course not. We want God's mercy. We want God to look at us and say: “I 

know what you have done. But I love you. I forgive you. Begin again.” 
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And that is precisely what God asks us to offer to others. Not because they 

necessarily deserve it. But because we have received it. 

The Christian life is not about receiving God's mercy and then refusing to 

give it to someone else. The Christian life is about becoming a person who 

has been transformed by mercy. And perhaps that is the challenge of 

today's Gospel. 

Don't just come to Mass and ask God for forgiveness. Leave Mass and 

become forgiving people. Don't just receive mercy. Give mercy. Don't just 

ask God to be patient with you. Be patient with others. 

Of course, there will be times when someone needs to hear the truth. 

Forgiveness doesn't eliminate accountability. But we can correct someone 

without hating them. We can seek justice without seeking revenge. And 

perhaps that is the difference between remembering and holding a grudge. 

We may never forget. But we don't have to keep reopening the wound. We 

can place it into the hands of Christ. 

So today, I invite you to do something very simple. Think of one person. 

Someone you need to forgive. Don't worry about whether you feel like 

forgiving. Forgiveness is not primarily a feeling. It is a decision. And if 

you cannot make the whole decision today, make the first step. Say: 

“Jesus, I give this person to You.” “Jesus, I give You my hurt.” And 

then ask: “Give me the grace to forgive.” Maybe tomorrow you will 

need to pray it again. That's okay. 
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Remember what Jesus told Peter: “Not seven times, but seventy-seven 

times.” In other words: Keep forgiving. Keep choosing mercy. Because 

every time we forgive, we become a little more like Christ. And every 

time we refuse to forgive, we let the wound keep controlling us. At the 

end of the day, none of us will ever be able to repay the debt we owe God. 

But God doesn't ask us to repay it. He asks us to receive His mercy—and 

then share that mercy with others. 

So, as we come to the Eucharist today, let us bring with us all those places 

in our hearts where we are still angry, wounded, or resentful. Place them 

before Jesus. And say: “Lord, you have forgiven me so many times. 

Teach me to forgive.” And perhaps the greatest miracle will not be that 

the other person changes. Perhaps the greatest miracle will be that Christ 

changes our heart. 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

May God give us the grace to forgive as we have been forgiven. May He 

heal the wounds we carry. May He free us from resentment. And may He 

make us people of mercy, so that when others encounter us, they encounter 

something of the mercy and love of Christ. Amen. 


